we may say that the dictatorship of the proletariat is
substantially the dictatorship of the Party as the
force which effectively guides the proletariat' "
(p. 370). The method by which the Party, which, we
are told, includes 3 per cent, of the voters, exercises
its rule is also described : " The highest governing
bodies in all these hierarchies are found to be almost
wholly composed of Party members" (p. 353).
" The Party members who are office-bearers, and
who are all pledged to complete obedience to the
dictates of the Party authorities, have assumed as
their main vocation the supreme direction of policy
and the most important parts of its execution, in
every branch of public administration in the U.S.3.R.,
where public administration covers a much larger
part of the common life than it does in any other
country " (p. 354.). Even out of office we hear that a
Party member " on announcing his Party member-
ship, will usually be able to secure obedience, or,
if not, he can command any militiaman (police
constable) or local official to take action " (p. 355).
In the last resort the Party dictatorship relies on
the ruthless use of the armed forces, including the
secret police: "It can be inferred that it was
actuaUy expected that to carry to completion the
new agrarian revolution would involve the summary
ejection from their relatively successful holdings of
something like a million families. Strong must have
Jbeen the faith and resolute the will of the men who,
In the interest of what seemed to them the public
good, could take so momentous a decision " (p. 563).
These men certainly showed supreme faith in the
police. We might, therefore, agree that " without
the G.P.U. there would be no Communist Partv in
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